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At 5:05 pm: Motion to enter Executive Session to discuss two items; Lease, purchase or acquisition of 

real property where public discussion would affect value of purchase, and Litigation with the Retirees 

Association.   

By Councilor Armstrong; Seconded by Councilor Kelly 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)   

ADJOURNED:  5:37 pm    

Mayor Calnon stated no formal action was taken while in executive session.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

December 15, 2016 

5:30 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Mayor James Calnon, Councilors Rachelle Armstrong (W1), Mike Kelly (W2), Dale Dowdle  

  (W3), Paul O’Connell (W4), Becky Kasper (W5), Joshua Kretser (W6) 

Absent: None 

*************************************************************************************** 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on December 1, 

2016 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 

  

By Councilor Kasper; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)    

*************************************************************************************** 

2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the weeks 

ending December 7, 2016 in the amount of $ 563,483.06 and December 14, 2016 in the amount of  

 $ 110,106.38 are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby empowered 

and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)    

*************************************************************************************** 

3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
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 Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the weeks of December 1-14, 2016 

 Report from the Building Inspector’s office November 28 – December 9, 2016 

 Report from the Parking Violations Bureau for November 2016 

 Statement from the City Clerk’s Office of all monies received during the month November 2016 

in the total amount of $8,639.22 

 

 RESOLVED: That the reports as listed are hereby ordered received and placed on file among 

 the public records of the City Clerk’s Office.  

  

 By Councilor O’Connell; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)     

*************************************************************************************** 

4. CORRESPONDENCE OR RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:   None 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. AUDIT OF CLAIMS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council for the weeks ending December 9, 

2016 in the amount of $ 3,675,792.93  and December 16, 2016 in the amount of  $ 925,283.14 are 

authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to sign 

warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor Armstrong; Seconded by Councilor Kasper 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)     

*************************************************************************************** 

6. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL:  

 

Rabbi Rimler spoke about Hanukkah and placing Menorah in Trinity Park. 

 

Bruce Bordeau spoke about the Retirees Health Insurance Resolution. 

 

Gary Brandstetter spoke about the Retirees Health Insurance Resolution. 

 

***************************************************************************************  

7. OTHER ITEMS: 

 

A.  ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW P-7 OF 2016 

 

RESOLVED:  A local law authorizing the Common Council to adopt a 2017 tax levy in excess of 

the limit established by NYS General Municipal Law Section 3-c. This Local Law shall take effect 
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immediately upon approval by the Mayor and filing with the New York Secretary of State.  The 

entire text of which has been distributed to and read by the members of the Common Council, is 

hereby enacted without the reading thereof and a copy of said local law is made part of the minutes of 

this meeting.  

 

By Councilor Kelly; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

Discussion:  None      

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:    None     

*************************************************************************************** 

B.   WHEREAS:  This Council enacted a Resolution on October 8, 2015 stating that: “RESOLVED: 

That the City change the method of delivery of Health Insurance Benefits for Medicare Eligible 

Retirees from the Self-Funded Traditional Plan to a Premium-based Humana Medicare Plan that 

mirrors the benefits of the Traditional Plan;” 

 

WHEREAS:  This Council enacted a Resolution on February 18, 2016 stating that: “RESOLVED:  

that the City shall no longer provide health insurance benefits through the self-funded Traditional 

Plan to medicare eligible retirees and such medicare eligible retirees shall be provided with health 

insurance as set forth in the Evidence of Coverage, posted on the City of Plattsburgh website, through 

the Humana Insurance Company, and its affiliates and it is further resolved that this resolution shall 

supersede the resolution passed by the Common Council at a special meeting on October 8, 2015 

involving the same subject matter;” 

 

WHEREAS:  This Council enacted these Resolutions under the belief that health insurance coverage 

under the Medicare Advantage PPO Plan from Humana (the “Humana Plan”) was better than or equal 

to health insurance coverage under the self-funded Traditional Blue Plan (the “Blue Plan”) and that 

the collective bargaining agreements governing the City of Plattsburgh’s retired employees permitted 

the transfer to the Humana Plan; 

 

WHEREAS:  After its implementation, coverage under the Humana Plan proved not to be better than 

or equal to the Blue Plan and as such, such transfer was not permitted by the collective bargaining 

agreements governing the City of Plattsburgh’s retired employees; 

 

WHEREAS:  The Humana Plan will no longer be available after December 31, 2016; 

 

WHEREAS:  The City has continued to actively litigate the matter entitled Plattsburgh City Retirees’ 

Association et al. v. City of Plattsburgh, Index No. 2015-1625, in the New York State Supreme 

Court, County of Clinton, and pay legal fees in the defense of that action; it is hereby 

 

RESOLVED;  That this Council no longer supports the City’s litigation of Plattsburgh City Retirees’ 

Association et al. v. City of Plattsburgh, Index  No. 2015-1625; 
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RESOLVED:  that the City pay all attorneys’ fees incurred by the Plaintiffs in that lawsuit in an 

amount not to exceed the amount currently paid by the Plattsburgh City Retirees’ Association to 

Hinman Straub P.C., and release all claims to the undertaking posted by the Plaintiffs with the 

Clinton County Office of the County Clerk in consideration of Plaintiffs filing a voluntary 

discontinuance of that lawsuit; and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the City shall provide health insurance benefits through the Blue Plan to 

Medicare-eligible retirees of the City. 

 

By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor Armstrong 

 

Discussion:   Yes 

 

Motion to Table   
 

By Councilor Kasper; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

(Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, Kasper and Kretser voted in the affirmative. Councilor 

O’Connell voted in the negative) 

 ACTION TAKEN: Tabled  

 Follow up Action:      None   

*************************************************************************************** 

C.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves MLD to 

write-off unpaid final bills from September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015 in the total amount of 

$2,589.41. The percentage of write-offs for this period is .27%.   

 

By Councilor Dowdle; Seconded by Councilor Kretser 

Discussion: None       

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:   None      

*************************************************************************************** 

D.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the 

Mayor to sign Amendment No. 1 “Durkee Street Site Management Plan Monitoring” in the amount 

of $6,233. 

 

By Councilor O’Connell; Seconded by Councilor Kretser  

Discussion:  None     

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
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 Follow up Action: None   

*************************************************************************************** 

E.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the 

Mayor to sign WPCP Clarifiers Structural Inspection proposal with CDM Smith at an estimated cost 

of $16,500 

 

By Councilor Kasper; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

Discussion:  None      

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:   None 

*************************************************************************************** 

F.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves   

a public forum be made available commencing December 16th for a period of 30 days at Trinity Park 

providing free, equal and unrestricted access for holiday displays. The maximum size is 10 x 10, and 

requests must be filed with the City Clerk’s office in advance. 

 

By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor Kelly 

Discussion:   None     

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:   None 

*************************************************************************************** 

G.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the 

Engineering Department to advertise for Contract # 2016-16 “Oklahoma Slope Stabilization Project.” 

 

By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle  

Discussion:  None      

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:     None   

*************************************************************************************** 

H. RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to make budget amendments to the Water and Sewer Funds to appropriate the Capital 

Project funding previously approved in separate 2016 Capital Project Resolutions. 

 

By Councilor Armstrong; Seconded by Councilor Kasper  

Discussion: None       

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  
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 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:      None  

*************************************************************************************** 

I.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to transfer $8,757 from the WFP Purification Regular Payroll line item to the Technical 

Equipment item to pay for needed repairs on the plant Flocculator. 

 

By Councilor O’Connell; Seconded by Councilor Dowdle 

Discussion:   Yes    

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted 

 Follow up Action:     None    

*************************************************************************************** 

J.  Motion to waive rule 4 for initial consideration “Request from Environmental Manager Jon 

Ruff to attend “Utility Management Conference 2017” from February 6-11, 2017 in Tampa, FL at an 

estimated amount of $2,355 and Request from City Engineer Kevin Farrington that Contract # 2016-

13 “Soil Borings for Underground Utility Projects” be awarded to ANORTHO Environmental 

Consulting Services LLC for the quoted price of $19,450.”  

 

By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor Armstrong 

Discussion:  None      

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 

 

RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Jon Ruff to 

attend “Utility Management Conference 2017” from February 6-11, 2017 in Tampa, FL at an 

estimated amount of $2,355.   

 

By Councilor Armstrong; Seconded by Councilor Kretser 

Discussion:  Yes     

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 

 

RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Contract # 

2016-13 “Soil Borings for Underground Utility Projects” be awarded to ANORTHO Environmental 

Consulting Services LLC for the quoted price of $19,450. 

 

By Councilor Kretser; Seconded by Councilor O’Connell 
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Discussion:  None    

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

*************************************************************************************** 

8. TRAVEL REQUEST: 

 

A.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves two 

Police Department employee’s to attend “Physical Fitness Instructor Course” from January 1- 5, 2017 

in Potsdam, NY at a cost not to exceed $998.50 and will be expensed out of the Asset Forfeiture 

fund. 

 

By Councilor Dowdle; Seconded by Councilor Kretser 

Discussion:  Yes      

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:   None  

*************************************************************************************** 

B.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Bill 

Treacy, Manager MLD to attend “NYMPA’S Board Meeting” from January 24-25, 2017 in East 

Syracuse, NY at a cost not to exceed $60.00. 

 

By Councilor Armstrong; Seconded by Councilor Kelly  

Discussion:  Yes  

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 (All voted in the affirmative)  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  

 Follow up Action:  None   

*************************************************************************************** 

9.  RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION:  

 

1. Request from Environmental Manager Jon Ruff to attend “Utility Management Conference 

2017” from February 6-11, 2017 in Tampa, FL at an estimated amount of $2,355.  (Move to 

agenda under “Other Items” Letter J) 

 

2. Request from City Engineer Kevin Farrington that Contract # 2016-13 “Soil Borings for 

Underground Utility Projects” be awarded to ANORTHO Environmental Consulting Services 

LLC for the quoted price of $19,450.  (Move to agenda under “Other Items” Letter J) 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

10. NEW BUSINESS:    
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Councilor Kasper stated there will be a Budget Session after this meeting encouraged and invited public to 

stay. 

 

***************************************************************************************   

11. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS: None      

*************************************************************************************** 

Motion to Adjourn by Councilor O’Connell; Seconded by Councilor Kretser 

Roll call Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

(All voted in the affirmative)  

MEETING ADJOURNED:  6:05pm     


