1. Agenda
Documents:
AGENDA 05-23-19.PDF

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK
May 23, 2019
5:30 P.M.
AGENDA
Pledge of Allegiance
(RC)
Present:
Mayor Colin Read, Councilors Rachelle Armstrong (W1), Mike Kelly (W2), Elizabeth Gibbs
(W3), Peter Ensel (W4), Patrick McFarlin (W5), Jeff Moore (W6)
Absent:
***************************************************************************************
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
***************************************************************************************
1.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Common Council held on May 16, 2019
are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________
(All in Favor/opposed)
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
***************************************************************************************
2.
PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS:
RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the week
ending May 22, 2019 in the amount of $ ___________ are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and
the City Clerk are hereby empowered and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for
the payment thereof.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________
(All in Favor/opposed)
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
***************************************************************************************
3.
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:





Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the week of May 14 - 20, 2019
Report from the Building Inspector’s office for the week of May 15 - 21, 2019
Minutes from the Finance & Budget Committee held on May 16, 2019
Report from the Parking Violations Bureau for April 2019



COUNCILOR/DEPARTMENT CHAIR COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Governance, Strategy, and City Operations- Chair Councilor Armstrong
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City Infrastructure – Chair Councilor Moore
Finance and Budget – Chair Councilor Kelly
Public Safety – Chair Councilor Gibbs
Plattsburgh Public Library – Chair Councilor Ensel
MLD - MLD Board President Councilor McFarlin

RESOLVED: That the reports as listed are hereby ordered received and any written reports are
placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________
(All in Favor/opposed)
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
***************************************************************************************
4.
CORRESPONDENCE OR RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:
None
***************************************************************************************
5.
AUDIT OF CLAIMS:
RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council for the week ending May 24, 2019 in the
amount of $ ___________ are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby
authorized and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof.
By Councilor ______________; Seconded by Councilor ________________
(All in Favor/opposed)
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
***************************************************************************************
6.
PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
***************************************************************************************
7.
OTHER ITEMS:
A. WHEREAS, the City of Plattsburgh entered into a development agreement with Prime Plattsburgh
LLC (hereafter “Prime”) on April 1, 2019 for Prime to study, design, seek and obtain permit approval,
purchase and then construct a mixed-use development on the real property located at 22 Durkee Street in
the City of Plattsburgh; and
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WHEREAS, the development agreement stipulates that the Common Council shall approve the
preliminary Plans generated by Prime during the Pre-Permitting and Design Phase of the project; and
WHEREAS, Prime has presented sufficient preliminary Plans to the Common Council for their review
and comment.
NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the Common Council accepts and approves the
preliminary Plans submitted by Prime, subject to permitting requirements and seqra review by the City’s
Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and/or County Planning Board.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
B. RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves that the
Mayor is authorized to sign a new contract with ComPlus Data Innovations, Inc for parking ticket
collection services at a cost of 17% of the revenue. This is a .5% reduction to the current contract and
they will provide all new equipment; including desktop computers, handheld ticketing hardware,
software and maintenance of same.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
C. RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City
Chamberlain to adjust the 2019 General Fund Budget by an increase of $3,885.60 equally in estimated
revenues and appropriations for the insurance proceeds claimed for the repairs of a damaged Police
vehicle.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
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******************************************************************************************
D. FORMATION OF PLATTSBURGH SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE
WHEREAS, by Resolution dated April 24, 2019, as introduced by Councilor Rachelle Armstrong, the
City of Plattsburgh Common Council (“Common Council”) adopted a Climate Smart Community
Pledge, which recognized the threat of climate change to our City operations, citizens, and the planet
and outlined the ten elements that should be taken to mitigate this threat, increase energy efficiency, and
build resilience and sustainability in our City; and
WHEREAS, on April 24, 2019, Colin Read, Mayor of the City of Plattsburgh, announced a 58-point
Energy and Economic Resiliency Plan, which set forth categories in which the City and its residents
could incentivize and adopt increased energy efficiency programs, remove disincentives for energy
efficiency, improve planning for future energy enhancements, reduce greenhouse gas creation, and
improve energy and social resiliency; and
WHEREAS, in furtherance of the Climate Smart Community Pledge, the NYS DEC recommends the
establishment of a task force and coordinator to implement the Pledge.
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby establishes the
"Joint Task Force on Sustainability and Climate Smart Practices in Community Planning," hereinafter
called the "City of Plattsburgh Sustainability Task Force.” The purpose of the Sustainability Task Force
is two-fold: first, to audit the City’s energy portfolio and consumption and advise the Common Council
on energy, waste, efficiency, and climate related issues so that the City can lead by example, and second,
to foster and enhance a community platform to improve community resilience, economic transformation
and broad public engagement with respect to these initiatives; and it is further
RESOLVED, that members of the Sustainability Task Force, per the nominations and selections below,
will be approved by the Common Council. Each member will be appointed for a two-year renewable
term and will serve without compensation. The Sustainability Task Force shall include the following
representatives:
A. An employee/officer within the City or member of the Common Council to serve as
“Coordinator”/Chair of the Sustainability Task Force to be nominated by the Mayor in consultation
with the Common Council.
B. An employee/officer within the City of Plattsburgh’s Municipal Lighting Department as nominated
by the Superintendent of the MLD.
C. A professor/adjunct professor from Clinton County Community College or SUNY Plattsburgh, or
alternatively, a representative from the business or industrial community with experience in site
operations, as nominated by the Mayor.
D. A member of a local, not-for-profit corporation, or related organization or affiliation as nominated
by the Mayor.
E. A representative from the Climate Smart Community Coalition, as nominated by that Coalition.
F. An employee/officer within the City of Plattsburgh’s Building Inspector’s Office or Planning Board
as nominated by the City of Plattsburgh’s Building Inspector.
G. An employee/officer within the City of Plattsburgh’s Community Development Department selected
by the Director of Community Development;
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RESOLVED, that the Sustainability Task Force shall establish rules of procedure and a meeting
schedule at their first meeting; and it is further
RESOLVED, that the Sustainability Task Force shall meet within City Hall and undertake the following
tasks:





















Review the Climate Smart Community Pledge; 58-Point Energy and Economic Resiliency Plan;
City’s Procurement Policy; City’s Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan; MLD-policies and
regulations; the City’s energy portfolio; state and federal programs which address climate change;
and other related materials.
Set forth the tasks necessary to complete an energy audit of City-owned properties and vehicles. This
will require the task force to gather data, inventory Green House Gas (“GHG”) emissions, and
establish baselines for local government operations and community sectors. Develop quantifiable
interim GHG emission targets consistent with emission reduction goals and propose a schedule and
financing strategy to meet them. Encourage stakeholder and public input and develop an action plan.
Research and evaluate potential options for enhancements and improvements to the City’s energy
use, conservation programs, energy portfolio; zoning code; comprehensive plan; tax code;
procurement policy; grant opportunities; and other greenhouse gas initiatives.
Recommend to the Common Council appropriate and desirable changes in existing local laws and
ordinances relating to Climate Smart Goals or new local laws and ordinances.
Work directly with the Mayor and City departments to set ongoing goals for decreasing electricity
and fossil fuel energy demand consistent with the Climate Smart Communities pledge.
Develop plans to supply 100% of the City's power, heat and hot water needs from solar, wind, and
hydropower.
Identify opportunities to incorporate climate protection, sustainability and environmental goods and
service industries into economic development plans. Encourage Climate Smart solid waste
management practices.
Researching and supporting projects that help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the entire
community/local economy.
Researching and supporting projects that build community resilience to a changing climate.
Evaluate risks from unavoidable climate change, set adaptation goals and plan for adaptation.
Identify climate change impacts (such as flooding, drought, and extreme temperatures) that could
affect the broader community. Identify areas such as water supply and sewer infrastructure that may
be at risk due to future changes in climate.
Produce periodic reports to inform the Common Council and the public on the data and
recommendations for the City to implement the goals outlined in the Climate Smart Community
Pledge and the 58-Point Energy and Economic Resiliency Plan.
Work collaboratively with the Climate Smart Community Coalition and similar groups and task
forces in the City and neighboring communities to ensure that efforts complement and reinforce one
another.
Review and relay advisory opinions, suggestions and recommendations from the Climate Smart
Community Coalition to the Common Council.
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Seek to coordinate, assist, and unify the efforts of private groups, institutions, and individuals within
the City of Plattsburgh and neighboring communities in accordance with these purposes; and it is
further

RESOLVED, that the Sustainability Task Force shall meet at least four times a year, or more frequently
per their agenda, and will not hold its first meeting until at least 7 members have been approved by the
Common Council; and it is further
RESOLVED, that vacancies on the Sustainability Task Force shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment, except that a vacancy occurring other than by the expiration of term of office shall
be filled only for the remainder of the unexpired term.
RESOLVED, that the Sustainability Task Force shall comply with the New York Open Meetings Law
and the New York Freedom of Information Act, and shall maintain sign-in sheets for attendance, and
shall be a standing task force until dissolved by Resolution of the Common Council.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
E. RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves that the
Mayor is authorized to sign an agreement between the New York Municipal Power Agency (NYMPA)
and the Plattsburgh Municipal Lighting Department (PMLD) regarding procurement of Renewable
Energy Credits (“REC’s”) to be used by Plattsburgh to achieve a 100% renewable energy electric
supply.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
F. RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves that the
Mayor is authorized to sign a deed and related documents to merge tax map parcel 207.20-7-14 (40
Bridge Street) into tax map parcel 207.20-7-15 (22 Durkee Street)
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
6
Common Council Meeting 05/23/2019

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
8.
TRAVEL REQUEST:
None
******************************************************************************************
9.
RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION:
A. RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves a
Police Department employee to attend “NYS Homeland Security and Emergency Services Initial
Response to Active Shooter Training” from June 23-25, 2019 in Oriskany, NY. The total cost will not
exceed $155.00 and will be expensed out of the Asset Forfeiture Fund. The lodging and training will be
provided by the Department of Homeland Security.
By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________
Discussion:
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____
Follow up Action:
******************************************************************************************
10.
NEW BUSINESS AND COUNCILOR REPORTS:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

***************************************************************************************
11.
CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY TOPIC:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

****************************************************************************************
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Motion to Adjourn by Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _____________
Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Gibbs, Ensel, McFarlin, Moore
MEETING ADJOURNED: ________
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