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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

December 28, 2016 

5:30 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 

 

Present: Mayor James Calnon, Councilors Rachelle Armstrong (W1), Mike Kelly (W2), Dale Dowdle  

  (W3), Paul O’Connell (W4), Becky Kasper (W5), Joshua Kretser (W6) 

Absent:  

*************************************************************************************** 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on December 

15, 2016 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the weeks 

ending December 21, 2016 in the amount of $ 466,595.35 and December 28, 2016 in the amount of  

 $ ____________ are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby 

empowered and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

  

 Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the weeks of December 15-28, 2016 

 Report from the Building Inspector’s office December 12- 21, 2016 

 Report of Public Hearing held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on December 19, 2016  

 

 RESOLVED: That the reports as listed are hereby ordered received and placed on file among 

 the public records of the City Clerk’s Office.  

  

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    
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*************************************************************************************** 

4. CORRESPONDENCE OR RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:   None 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. AUDIT OF CLAIMS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council for the weeks ending December 23, 

2016 in the amount of $ 480,218.30  and December 30, 2016 in the amount of  $ ____________ are 

authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to sign 

warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor ______________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    

*************************************************************************************** 

6. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL:     

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

***************************************************************************************  

7. OTHER ITEMS: 

 

 Motion to remove item 7A from the Table 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 

 

A.   WHEREAS:  This Council enacted a Resolution on October 8, 2015 stating that: “RESOLVED: 

That the City change the method of delivery of Health Insurance Benefits for Medicare Eligible 

Retirees from the Self-Funded Traditional Plan to a Premium-based Humana Medicare Plan that 

mirrors the benefits of the Traditional Plan;” 

 

WHEREAS:  This Council enacted a Resolution on February 18, 2016 stating that: “RESOLVED:  

that the City shall no longer provide health insurance benefits through the self-funded Traditional 

Plan to medicare eligible retirees and such medicare eligible retirees shall be provided with health 

insurance as set forth in the Evidence of Coverage, posted on the City of Plattsburgh website, through 



C

 Page 312/27/2016 
 

 

Common Council Meeting 12/28/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

the Humana Insurance Company, and its affiliates and it is further resolved that this resolution shall 

supersede the resolution passed by the Common Council at a special meeting on October 8, 2015 

involving the same subject matter;” 

 

WHEREAS:  This Council enacted these Resolutions under the belief that health insurance coverage 

under the Medicare Advantage PPO Plan from Humana (the “Humana Plan”) was better than or equal 

to health insurance coverage under the self-funded Traditional Blue Plan (the “Blue Plan”) and that 

the collective bargaining agreements governing the City of Plattsburgh’s retired employees permitted 

the transfer to the Humana Plan; 

 

WHEREAS:  After its implementation, coverage under the Humana Plan proved not to be better than 

or equal to the Blue Plan and as such, such transfer was not permitted by the collective bargaining 

agreements governing the City of Plattsburgh’s retired employees; 

 

WHEREAS:  The Humana Plan will no longer be available after December 31, 2016; 

 

WHEREAS:  The City has continued to actively litigate the matter entitled Plattsburgh City Retirees’ 

Association et al. v. City of Plattsburgh, Index No. 2015-1625, in the New York State Supreme 

Court, County of Clinton, and pay legal fees in the defense of that action; it is hereby 

 

RESOLVED;  That this Council no longer supports the City’s litigation of Plattsburgh City Retirees’ 

Association et al. v. City of Plattsburgh, Index  No. 2015-1625; 

 

RESOLVED:  that the City pay all attorneys’ fees incurred by the Plaintiffs in that lawsuit in an 

amount not to exceed the amount currently paid by the Plattsburgh City Retirees’ Association to 

Hinman Straub P.C., and release all claims to the undertaking posted by the Plaintiffs with the 

Clinton County Office of the County Clerk in consideration of Plaintiffs filing a voluntary 

discontinuance of that lawsuit; and  

 

RESOLVED:  That the City shall provide health insurance benefits through the Blue Plan to 

Medicare-eligible retirees of the City. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 
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B.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Tom Frey 

to hold the third annual Brewfest at the Plattsburgh City Beach on Saturday August 5, 2017.  

Insurance and NYS Liquor documentation is required. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

C.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves “NYS 

Water Infrastructure Improvement Act, Grant Application Assistance” be awarded to Delaware 

Engineering in the amount of $15,500 and authorizes signing of all necessary paperwork. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

D.  AUTHORIZING STATE AND MUNICIPAL FACILITIES PROGRAM (“SAM”) GRANT 

REPLACEMENT OF CITY HALL WINDOWS PROJECT ID: #8232 

 

WHEREAS, the State has awarded the City of Plattsburgh (“Grantee”) a State and Municipal 

Facilities Program (“SAM”) grant for the above-referenced project in the amount of $300,000 (the 

“Grant”). 

  
NOW THEREFORE, the City of Plattsburgh Common Council duly convened does hereby: 

 

RESOLVE, that the City of Plattsburgh Common Council hereby approves the above-subject 

project, and it is here by further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Plattsburgh be and is hereby authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements, certifications or reimbursement requests on behalf of the City of Plattsburgh or 

approval of the Project and the municipality’s first instance funding of project costs, and it is further 
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RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Dormitory Authority State of 

New York (DASNY) by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the Project; and 

it is further 

 

RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

************************************************************************************* 

E.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves MLD 

Proposal No. 2016-12-2 “Proposal for Professional Architectural Services – Diesel Plant Brick Work 

and Window Replacement MLD Building  2 at Green Street” be awarded to AES Northeast in the 

total amount of $15,450. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:    

*************************************************************************************** 

F.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to revise capital project H8320.76, 2015 Water System Equipment to provide for 

purchase of additional water meters for inventory to support the meter replacement plan into 2017. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:    

*************************************************************************************** 
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G.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain for a final 2016 budget adjustment for all City funds to transfer appropriated amounts 

between accounts to balance against actual spending and that it will be necessary to appropriate an 

additional $71,400 from the General Fund unassigned portion of that total fund balance for additional 

estimated revenue to balance the General Fund for $64,980 of potential actual spending and for an 

additional $6,420 to provide for an additional transfer from the General Fund to the Rec Complex 

Fund for unbudgeted appropriations. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:    

*************************************************************************************** 

H.  RESOLVED: That the Common Council approves the following amendments to the Mayor's 

Proposed Budget for 2017: (Councilors are expected to offer amendments between now and meeting 

time). 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

[Requires 4 affirmative Council votes; Mayor cannot break tie.] 

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:    

*************************************************************************************** 

I.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council authorizes the 

Mayor to sign the Equipment Purchase and Sale Agreement with General Electric Company in the 

amount of $50,000 for the purchase of docks and other materials described on Appendix A which is 

attached to the subject Purchase and Sale Agreement. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:    
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8. TRAVEL REQUEST: None 

*************************************************************************************** 

9.  RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION: None 

*************************************************************************************** 

10. NEW BUSINESS:    
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

***************************************************************************************   

11. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS:        
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

Motion to Adjourn by Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _____________ 

Roll call Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: ________    

 

 


































































































