Canadian architect ma

‘rebuild’ Plattsburgh

By LOIS CLERMONT
Stafl Writer

PLATTSBUROH — Frank Arvey, the Canadian
architect who plans to bulld & §17 milllen mall
downiown, has recoed in on Plataburgh &8 s city
an e move."

Arvay hos been responaible for buildings lke Le
Maisonmeuve and Reliance Towsr in Montresl
although most local people remember him for the
controverdial Turner Heights Apartments.

In 1957, his family moved to Hamilion, Ontsrio
from Hungary where his faiber had worked as o
Builder. Arvay decided he wasted to ba & profes.
sional architect himsell and stended Rysrson
Polytechsic Iaglitate in Toronte and Sir Geofge
Willkams University in Montresl, where he stadied
engineering

Fredh oul of college, Arvay was hired by the John
Eyan Company im Hamilton, which at the time had
a siall of four. When be left, about 10 years later,
Byan Assoclates had 80 employess,

Arvay, who seldom talks aboiut himaslf, ok
somi cridil for that Hrm's growth, 1 built most of
it (b company ) myseld,”" he said.

Arvay wos president of the international office in
Montreal before a disngmeement with Ryan ended
their parinership in 1578,

. He and his brother, Tames. worked together on

several projects, including Turner Heighta Apart-
MEEns, &

Afer the Expo "6T and the 1376 Olympics were
over, consiruction demands fell into a slump in
Monireal. Arvay sald. He started 1o look south and
said he “saw greot p ial" in Platisburgh.

“I snw & meed for Beller housing.' ke said, “T1
seamed 1o me like someone forgor about Platts.
burgh and walked away, e o

ﬁlrl‘rlr soys b Likeg the “country. apen-style Ly
ing" here. The city's in o perfoct area because of itg
proximity to Mantreal and Mew York City, b said,

“You have the best of both worlds here,” ke gaid
“lean sail, 1 like the relaxed atmcaphers of the peo-
ple- The manner of the world here Is like it was dur-
Ing my childhood in Hungary. Feople conduect
business with & handshake. ¥ou would never find
that ima bigger city."”

Arvay said Plattsburgh will always be the “huk"
aof the ares — and thot the mall he plans to build
aver the muaicipnl parking lot will trigger buginess
expansian in the cliy,

“'This is Platisburgh's momest to grow.” he
pradicis,

Arvay's plan is to create @ facility that will give
the city M-hour activity seven days o week. He's
alrendy been contacted by seven [ocsl businesses,
including a beauty sabon, jeweler and restaurant,
which wanl spaces reserved for them is the mall.
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Pictured are sketchings of some of the buildings Frank
Arvay has worked on in the past. He plans to build a 517
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million mall over the city parking lot. (PR staff photo)

He paid there's & good chance Monireal sbores
Ay wanl 1o lecale in Plattaburgh. Arvay thinkgs
some of the businesses that are in the Pyramid Mall
now will probably open a cily $lore &lia,

The first phase of the project will see the con-
struction of a #0: to GO-store mall, condominiums.
senbar citieens kousing and o kotel with more than

90 POGES-

In the second phase, Arvay moy expand the size
of the emall and bulld an office tower, which he
thinks will be s demand by thes.

The mall's comstruction depands on 1ha cily gel-
ling funding from a governmaenl gran



